Psychological Research - or is it?

( Below are a number of brief descriptions relating to real or fabricated psychological studies. 

( Identify which ones you think may be True (T) and which may be False (F).

1. In a busy subway, a person collapses bleeding from the mouth. The “victim” is a confederate of the experiment and the whole event is staged. 

2. Baby Rhesus monkeys being reared in complete isolation except for two surrogate (wire) mothers – one with a plastic face and one covered in soft cloth. The monkeys remain in this situation for a long period, for observation purposes.

3. Participants are presented with 2000 sheets of random numbers and asked to add up 224 pairs of numbers on each sheet. The completed sheets are then torn into pieces and the participants asked to start all over again. 


4. Rats are given electric shocks to their brains, after learning a maze, to determine how this affects their memory of the maze.

5. An adolescent girl with a fear of cars is forced into the back of a car and driven around for four hours – her fear reaching hysterical heights.

6. Electric shocks are administered to homosexuals as they view photographs of nude males. 

7. An investigator posing as a member of the public, enters a toilet that is known to be frequented by homosexuals. Here he observes their behaviour and later follows them to note down their car number plates to determine their home addresses.

( Give a brief explanation (over the page) to justify your answer (e.g., if true – what do you think was being studied? If false – explain why you think such research couldn’t or shouldn’t be done).
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