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Read these examples of conformity, and decide what type of conformity they illustrate, and briefly outline how that conformity could be explained. Make
Example
Type (compliance/ internalisation)
Explanation (e.g., informational social influence, normative social influence)
Despite knowing the dangers, Lisa smokes because all of her friends do.
When Brian buys his football
tickets before the game, he always joins the queue along with everyone else.
Many students at Scruffy
High School walk round with their top button undone and their ties loosened.
Sheema was sat in a doctor’s
surgery that was full of people and noticed smoke billowing in from the next room. No one else around her raised the alarm, so neither did Sheema. She assumed it couldn’t have been an emergency.
Everyone in the sixth form used to think that having to wear a smart uniform was a bad idea. However, the head boy Liam, and head girl Steph, managed to convince most people that it would help them to be more productive in their lessons.
Brett is not really interested in politics but most of the people at his university are left-wing. Brett often tells people he supports left-wing views.
Many of Asch’s (1956)
participants conformed to the obviously wrong majority decision.
