Evaluation of the Learning Theory of Attachment1
Is the Learning Theory of Attachment a plausible explanation of how an infant may form an attachment with a primary caregiver?
Point:________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Evidence: What evidence is there to support the fact that individuals do learn their behaviours through a process of Classical Conditioning?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Evaluate/Elaborate: Why is this a strength/weakness of the Learning Theory of Attachment ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________












Is the2
Point: Is there any research to suggest that Learning Theory may not be an adequate explanation of attachment?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Evidence: Explain evidence which suggests that individual’s do not always form their strongest attachment with the individual who provides them with food. ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Evaluate/Elaborate: Why is this a strength/weakness of the Learning Theory of Attachment ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


































Evaluation of the Learning Theory of Attachment3
Point: Is there any evidence to suggest that Learning Theory may not be the best explanation of attachment formation?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Evidence: Harlow and the Rhesus Monkeys (1959) Young monkeys were kept on their own in cages from birth (they did not have any interactions with their biological mother). Harlow created 2 wire monkeys; one was wrapped in soft cloth but offered no food, the other offered food but offered no comfort. Harlow found that ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Evaluate/Elaborate: Why is this a strength/weakness of the Learning Theory of Attachment ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________












Is the4
Point: Is there any research to suggest that Learning Theory may not be an adequate explanation of attachment?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Evidence:  Lorenz (1952) carried out research on newly hatched Greylag geese, who after seeing Lorenz shortly after hatching (their first image) followed him everywhere as he became their ‘imprinted parent.’ Lorenz explained that this suggested that new-borns ‘imprint’ an image of the first moving object they see within hours after they are born which allows them to stick closely to this important source of protection.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Evaluate/Elaborate: Why is this a strength/weakness of the Learning Theory of Attachment ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________













